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On 18 April 2022, Vice President Kamala Harris announced that: "The United States commits 
not to conduct destructive, direct-ascent anti-satellite (ASAT) missile testing”.1  
 
In international law, statements such as these are called "unilateral declarations".2  If made in 
clear and specific terms by an authority vested with the power to do so, they constitute legally 
binding commitments vis-à-vis all other states. 
 
Vice President Harris also indicated that the United States seeks to establish this as a "new 
international norm for responsible behavior in space", and called on other states to make similar 
commitments. 
 
In 2021, the Outer Space Institute organized an international open letter3 calling for negotiations 
on banning the testing of all kinetic ASAT weapons, i.e. weapons that employ violent impacts 
and thus create long-lasting space debris. 
 
Although we envisaged a multilateral treaty, treaties are not the only way in which international 
rules can be created. We commend the United States for its unilateral declaration and call on 
other states to make their own declarations without delay. 
 
 
 
Aaron Boley and Michael Byers 
Co-Directors, Outer Space Institute 
 
 

 
1 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/18/fact-sheet-vice-president-harris-
advances-national-security-norms-in-space/ 
2 https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/draft_articles/9_9_2006.pdf 
3 http://outerspaceinstitute.ca/docs/OSI_International_Open_Letter_ASATs_PUBLIC.pdf 


