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Photo of the International Space Station with the Earth 426 kilometres below, taken by Thomas Marshburn while on a spacewalk (Photo: NASA)

OSI Conducts Public Opinion Survey about Outer Space
After surveying a representative, randomized sample of 1,520 American adults, we found that 69% of
participants agreed there should be a limit on the number of satellites that companies launch!
In January 2022, the Outer Space Institute collaborated with the Angus Reid Institute and Angus Reid
Forum USA to design a survey about outer space. The questions, which were developed during a
brainstorming session with OSI Junior Fellows, centered on topics such as satellites and light pollution,
space tourism, space militarization, and the use of anti-satellite weapons. The survey was administered
from January 10 to 14, 2022 to a representative, randomized sample of 1,520 American adult members of
the Angus Reid Forum.
The results were intriguing, with responses
showing a general concern over the use of
kinetic anti-satellite (ASAT) weapon testing,
increasing levels of orbital debris, and the
number of satellites being launched into
orbit. The preservation of space as a “global
commons” was strongly supported with over
81% of respondents either "agreeing"
Response results to the question "There should be an international ban on
conducting anti-satellite tests which create orbital debris".
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or “strongly agreeing” with the statement “outer space should belong to everyone—no one country should
be able to claim control over it.” Responses also revealed a strong confidence that humans will one day
detect microorganisms in our solar system as well as a belief that intelligent life is present somewhere in
the universe.

Understanding public opinion about space issues benefits the OSI’s ongoing policy work and provides
insight about future challenges and how they might be addressed. For instance, the vast majority of
respondents agreed that there should be an international ban on conducting ASAT weapon tests which
create debris, revealing existing public support should the US Government pursue such a ban.
Respondents’ confidence that microorganisms might be present in our solar system additionally hints at
public support for new, international planetary protection initiatives. Finally, the strong recognition that
space should remain a “global commons”, as well as 54% of respondents voting “no” when asked if
companies should be able to profit from resources extracted off-planet, shows nuance between public
opinion and current US policy regarding space resource utilization.
You can read a published summary of survey results in an article for Motherboard by Becky Ferreira. The
full dataset summary is available on the OSI website.

Canada and the Open-Ended Working Group on Reducing
Space Threats
In early February, the OSI hosted a webinar about Canada and the newly established UN Open-ended
Working Group (OEWG) on Reducing Space Threats. The event featured Paul Meyer, Jessica West,
Sarah Thiele, Michael Byers and Aaron Boley, who engaged stakeholders from government, academia
and the private sector in discussion about the importance of the OEWG to space security diplomacy and
the role that Canada can play in it.
A summary of the discussion segment of the webinar, which was held under the Chatham House rule, is
available here. Speaker notes of Paul Meyer and David Kendall are also available. Program and
biographical information on the speakers and moderator can be found here.
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Media Appearances and Publications by Fellows
Continued cooperation on the International Space Station remains in doubt after the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. OSI Fellows have been busy providing expert analysis in the media, including Mac Evans,
David Kendall, Aaron Boley and Michael Byers.
The possibility of the war in Ukraine extending into
space was covered in a recent article that Ram Jakhu
co-authored with Kuan-Wei Chen and Bayar Goswami
for The Conversation. The piece centers on dwindling
cooperation between Russia and the West on space
activities and calls on states to refrain from conflict
escalation in the space domain. Also on the topic of
conflict in space and arms control, Paul Meyer was
hosted on the February 25th episode of Jessica West’s
Space Café Canada for a discussion on the failure of past
space arms control negotiations as well as opportunities

Mac Evans
served as the
president of the Canadian Space
Agency (CSA) from 1994 2001,
and
played
an
instrumental role in its creation.

David Kendall is a past Chair
of
the
United
Nations
Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space, and previously
served in senior positions with
the CSA .

for renewed negotiations, such as the UN Open-ended Working Group on Reducing Space Threats. You
can find Paul’s most recent article “Restraining an Arms Race in Outer Space” in the April-May 2022
issue of Survival.
You can read about the broader militarization of cis-lunar space
lunar Space and the Security Dilemma by Michael Byers and
Boley, recently published in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists’
issue on Conflict in Space. You can also find further insights
militarization of outer space in a recent article of Politico.
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Satellite constellations present new environmental problems, for example
light pollution and collision risks,
that continue to generate concern
for professional astronomers and
amateur viewers of the night sky.
The OSI network continues to share insights on this developing
issue. Moriba Jah, Sam Lawler and Aaron Boley were featured
in a Physics Today article on satellite constellations, light
pollution, and orbital debris. Sam additionally contributed to a
long piece for CBC Radio by Nicole Mortillaro and authored an
op-ed for the Los Angeles Times, both detailing the implications
of light pollution for professional astronomers and how satellite
operators can mitigate this issue. You can also catch a recent
interview with Sam on CNN.
Ram Jakhu is a Professor of
International Law at McGill University
and is currently leading the development
of the Manual on International Law
Applicable to Military Uses of Outer
Space (MILAMOS).

Samantha Lawler is an Assistant Professor in
observational astronomy and planetary dynamics at the
University of Regina. She is a leader in the
international astronomical community’s efforts to
mitigate light pollution.
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Tara Ivanochko has published a new book with Cambridge University
Press: "Think, Do, and Communicate Environmental Science," which
provides undergraduate and graduate students with practical knowledge on
scientific thinking and research design in the Earth and environmental
sciences. We recommend this book for all those pursuing or communicating
research that deals with the interconnectedness of the Earth-space
environment.

Tara Ivanochko is an Assistant
Professor of Teaching in the
Department of Earth and Ocean
Sciences at the University of British
Columbia (UBC) and the Academic
Director of the UBC Sustainability
Initiative.

For an insightful conversation on space, law,
constitutions, and the institutions that shape
activities beyond Earth more generally, check
out Michael Byers, Timiebi Aganaba and
Adam Bower on a recent episode of Talking

Constitutions podcast. You can also catch Timiebi on a recent panel
discussion for interInternational Women’s day entitled: Women in Space:
Propelling International Women's Day into a New Dimension.

Adam Bower is a Senior Lecturer in
International Relations and Director of
the Centre for Global Law and
Governance at the University of St
Andrews.

1st Annual John S. MacDonald Space Lecture
We are excited to announce
the first annual John S.
MacDonald Outer Space
Lecture, organized by the
OSI and sponsored by
MDA
(formerly
MacDonald, Dettwiler, and
Associates).
We invite you to take part
in a lively discussion with
Johann-Dietrich "Jan" Wörner, former Director-General of the European Space Agency, and
moderator Ellyne Kinney (MDA) on the science-engineering-policy interface and new challenges for
international cooperation.
The event will take place from 4:30pm – 5:45pm on Wednesday, 25 May 2022, in the UBC Music
Building’s Roy Barnett Recital Hall.
If you are able to attend, please RSVP HERE
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OSI Retreat
In May 2022, the OSI will be hosting our first Fellows Retreat in Whistler, B.C. The retreat involves a
two-day, free flowing, in-person discussion on current issues related to space across a wide range of
disciplinary perspectives.

Further Announcements
Interest in the work of the OSI is growing around the world. To remain on the cutting edge, we need new
ideas and constructive criticism from all of you! We value suggestions for new research topics, project
proposals, funding opportunities, and Fellows. This is an open and ongoing invitation so please reach out
with suggestions at any point.
If you have work you would like highlighted in upcoming OSI newsletters, please send an email to
coord@outspaceinstitute.ca.
Andrew Falle
OSI Research Coordinator
andrew.falle@ubc.ca

